
 

 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY ALERT N°8 
INTERFERING WITH A SAFETY DEVICE 

 

Safety device overridden     June 2011 

 

The Incident  
During the erection of the steel frame work on a de-sander building on one of our sites, a mobile crane was 
involved in an incident where the boom lowered in an uncontrolled manner. 

The investigation revealed the operator had interfered with the deadman switch on the joystick by 
permanently tying the deadman switch in the open operation mode, the result of this might had caused the 
problem with the onboard computer which then caused a signal failure to the control system allowing the 
boom to continue to lower even though the control joystick was returned to the neutral position, it is believed 
that if the deadman switch had not of been overridden the boom would of stopped when requested. On this 
occasion no one was injured however there was serous potential for this incident to of caused harm. 

 Health and safety at work act 1974   

   Section 8  

Duty not to interfere with or misuse things provide d pursuant to certain provisions . 

No person shall intentionally or recklessly interfe re with or misuse anything provided in the interest s 
of health, safety or welfare in pursuance of any of  the relevant statutory provisions. 
 

What Went Wrong  
 

·  During the lifting operation the slingers/signaller instructed  the crane operator to stop lowering the 
boom however the cranes boom continued to lower in an uncontrolled manner 

·  The operator had returned the control joystick to the neutral position and the boom still continued to 
lower.  

·  The operator then activated the emergency stop button on the dashboard which only cut out the cranes 
engine but failed to isolate the cranes electrical system which was still receiving a signal to lower the 
boom 

·  The boom came to rest on the filter press building adjacent ,and crushing the handrail and tearing the 
side membrane of the de-sander building  

Key Learning Points  

 

·  NEVER OVERIDE A SAFETY DEVICE 

·  Operators should be aware of the unforeseen consequences of interfering with onboard safety devices 
and under no circumstances shall they override them   . 

·  Ensure the operators are familiar with the crane operations by receiving a manufactures induction 
certificate for the model of crane they are operating.  

 
 

For more info, please contact stuart.reid@leetunnel.co.uk.  
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