WORK SAFE HOME SAFE

HEALTH AND SAFETY ALERT N°21
HORIZONTALLY MOUNTED HANDBRAKE LEVER INJURY

The Incident

On Tuesdaythe 29" May 2012 ¢ approximately 17:0, on a MVB site, an injly occurredto a site
operativewhen movinga mobile diesel aircompressc. The compressor had a horizontally mour
handbake leverand when operated, the sed energy in the hancake $rut was sufficient to cause tl
lever to spring back al hit the operativ in the shin causing immedi: swelling and considerable p.

Pleasereview your own mobile dieseair compressors anoperating procedures to ensuhat all
operators are aware of the possible effects ofgoithe operatinvicinity of the handtake lever.

Investigation / Learning Points

The injured person needed to be in close proxitaitgllow operation, which brought | legs irto
operating ec areaof the leve. The operator sustained two marks on his leg one ftmmlever
handle and one from his | being knocked againshe toe bar caused by timomentum of the
level springing back.

MVB has off hired this style of air compressorwith a horizontal hand break lever until the
supplier has carried out a fullinvestigation.

The operative was unaware of tpotentialstrength at which the stored egy sprangthe lever
back.

This injury was severe in its own right but couldogen much wor: had the leg been restricted
a kerbstone (other obstructiol

For more info, please contact stuart.reid@Ileetunnel.co.uk.
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