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Compressor Hose Failure

What Happened?

The injured party was using a FL22 breaker to break out concrete when the compressor hose
detached from the breaker. The attachment from the compressor hose was still attached to the
breaker but the compressor hose and the jubilee clip became detached. The whip check was still
attached to the breaker and the compressor hose; but the compressor hose end flicked up and hit
the injured party in the face.

The injured party returned to site following a visit to hospital, although he sustained cuts he did not
require any stitches.

Lessons for the Group

A contributory factor in this investigation was the use of jubilee clips to hold the compressor hose
onto the breaker. This should never be done. A bayonet fitting that forms part of the compressor
hose should always be used and example is shown below.

The photographs above show that the equipment was also
composed of metal throughout. Therefore, it is not double
insulated, and had the operative hit an underground service it
would have provided no protection. Site managers should
ensure that equipment bought onto their sites by sub-contractors
is suitable for the task. If in doubt ask them to remove it and get
other equipment.

There are three forms connected with plant, the pre-start and

daily check sheets are aimed at large items of plant (for example

dumpers). PUWER requires a weekly check is undertaken and
included in the PUWER register. It is suggested that a daily visual check be part of the “10-minute”
briefing to ensure that plant is suitable for use.

When using this type of equipment eye protection must be worn to protect from flying debris in this
case the wearing of glasses saved the injured party’s eye. The glasses were inspected as part of
the investigation and they had sustained some damage.

This also shows how quickly jubilee clips can come lose as this type of machinery can only be used
for approximately 15 minutes per day, due to the vibration caused. The operative in this case only
used the equipment for approximately 10 minutes before the accident.

ALL WORK EQUIPMENT MUST BE SUITABLE FOR THE TAST AN D MAINTAINED IN LINE WITH
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE MGJV SMS.

Susan Brown
Health, Safety and Environmental Manager (MGJV)
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