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e SAFETY ALERT ===

Subject: Failed Handrailing — Signific ant Near Miss

A significant near miss has recently occurred at Su tton STW. An ICA Technician was
tasked to inspect an Ultrasonic Head unit located o n the sludge tank. The head unit
had been installed in a fixed position such that it could not be easily accessed for
maintenance. The ICA Technician reached through the handrailing in order to clean the
unit and at this time the handrailing failed. The I  CA Technician managed to restrain
himself from falling into the tank but sustained a laceration to his arm. This incident
was recorded as a significant near miss but potenti ally could have been a fatality.

The above photographs visibly deaiI the badly corr oded hndrailing in this hostile
environment.

ACTIONS:
. Always inspect the working area before starting tas k, in particular, check the

condition of any handrailing and decking in the imm ediate vicinity.

Corroded decking and handrailing must be reported i mmediately and the

area cordoned off using the appropriate tape/barrie  rs.

If you consider that there is no safe access to wor  k equipment do not

proceed with the task and report this to your super visor.
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