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Injury to colleague caused by a hatch cover support strut failing

A colleague sustained an injury to their left hand when they were struck by an access
hatch cover as they were exiting a valve chamber after conducting maintenance
work.

Upon investigation the support strut for the cover was found to be corroded thus
restricting the “locking off” operation for the hatch cover.

The photographs below show the valve chamber, the corroded support strut and the
extent of the injury.

Key Actions
- Always inspect and test the locking off mechanism o n access hatch
covers prior to works commencement
All defective hatch covers/locking off mechanisms a re to be reported
immediately
If you consider that there is no safe method of sec  uring the access
hatch cover do not proceed with task and report thi S to your supervisor
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